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PEARL SPECIES & LOCALITIES DEFINITIONS
LEGEND KEY
SYMBOL PEARL SPECIES GROWTH SHAPE COLOR SURFACE CONT.
Amblema plicata Natural The three main categories of shape are The overali color of a peart is called HEAVILY SPOTTED
Sspherical, symmetrical, and baroque. The bodyeolor. This bodyeolor can have Have obvious surface irregularities
Argopecten purpuratus Natural seven standard shapes fall within one individual overlying transfucent cofor(s) that might affect durability.
Lassls mail . Natural category or another, Pearis not falfing called overtone. Multiple overiying colors or
45515 MaLagasearensis atura into these groupings are desrited as surface iridescence i calfed orient, which m
Cristaria plicata Cultured they appear. For example, bar or cross. can be present as well, Pearis can be treated
The shape of a peard can be modified by to enhance their color and/or overtone. Nacre quality is refated to durabifity and
Cyrtonaias tampicoensis Natural faceting or the presence of circles. LGommon treatments include dye, irradiation, Juster. If the nacre is too thin, the Bead
I K N nlfieleitelieit ittty and coating. Note: Red is referred to as Pink Nucleus might be visible. Thick nacre does
Haliatis fulgens Natural ROUND when describing bodycolor in pear’s. 1ot quarantee a fustrous appearance.
Haliotis iris Natural & Cultured No variations are apparent to the Nacre thigkness will be expressed as an
unaided eye. LUSTER P p
Waliatis o " ' average measurement in mitlimeters with
allatls rufescens atura - -N-E-A-H- ;“;l;"'n """"""" Luster s the intensity of ight reflected 4 comment describing the normal range
Hyriapsis eumingi Cultured = from the surface of the peart. of nacre thickness for the given variety
Slightly elongated or flattened. Only | _ _ _ _ _ _ ________________] of peari/moffusk. In cases of extremely
Hyriopsis schiegeli Cultured minor variations are apparent to the EXCELLENT thin or poor quality nacre a further
unaided eye. ; ; Statement is made in the comments
Margaritifera margaritifera Natural | e : ?ﬂ_eﬁ“_u?s_afp_efr_hflgh_t f"_d_s'iazp_' __ | section of the report.
Melo aethiopica Natural OVAL VERY GOOD _
: MATCHING
Appear symmetrical, rounded, and Reflections appear bright and near sharp.
Melo amphara Natural oblong. ]
........................ Matching deseribes the uniformity of pearls
Melo broderipii Natural BUTTON E nﬂu D - \ in jewelry. It is judged by the consistency
. eflections are bright but not sharp. i i
Welo georginae Natural Appear symmetrical, rounded, and g P of size, shape, .L'ﬂllll, luster, surface quality,
flattened. | T TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTA and nacre quality. For pearls that are
Welo meio Natural | ] FAIR intentionally mismatched, harmonius
DROP Reflections are weak and blurred. design and baanced effect are also
Mercenaria mercenaria Natural B T considered applicabie factors.
Appear symmetrical, rounded, and POOR e ]
Nodipecten nodosus Natural pear shaped. EXCELLENT

I Reflections are dim and diffused.

Nodipecten subnodosus Natural SEMI-BAROQUE m lepn::atrua:Llen:ranglzrh:;:ﬁet:jn‘i)f:_r:;nm

(IR ONON - - NON - B M- N o= NOoN-N-NONER M- NONOE NON-NONONON - NONC)

Pinctada fucata Natural & Cultured Appear not quite symmetrical;  EESSSSRRRRRREEEEEEEL
off-round and/or slightly irregular There are many types of characteristics VERY GOOD
Pinctada imbricata Natural drop, button, or oval shaped. and/or irregularities usually confined to Most to all pearls have only very minor
Pinstada masulat T the pear/’s surface. These can affect variations i: uniformit e
etada maculata atura BAROQUE agpearance or durabifity or both. et aormty. ]
Pinctada margaritifera Natural & Cultured Appear to have no apparent When elassifying mounted items, the 600D
symmetry; irregular in shape. Surface description/ designated i
0 i o N Most to all pearls have only minor
O | Pinctata maxina Natural & Cultured | | elassification term will be preceded by variations in uniformity
Pinctada mazatianica Natural & Cultured OTHER the term “Face” to indicate thatonfy the | ______________________|
Any non-standard shape. For visible surface area has been assessed. FAIR
Pinctada radiata Natural : 7
example: bar, ¢ross, coin. CLEAN Most to all pearls have noticeable
i 77 S (N P variations in uniformity.
Pinna nobilis Natural CIRCLED (Modifier) Pearl(s) might have minute surface . Y __________
Pleuroploca gigantea Natural One or more grooved or ridged rings characteristics that are difficult POOR
B around the circumference of any to see. Most to all pearls have ver:
Patamitis purpuratus Natural shape pearl. If the grooves extend |~ -t T o ST TTTTTTT ticeabl e tions i yf it
it i 7 ‘ ‘ LIGHTLY SPOTTED noticeable variations in uniformity.
Pteria penguin Natural & Cultured around the entire circumierence o Wave only minor surface  |mmm-cmmm-mmmmmmmmmmmmm-
® the pearl, it is described as a circled ) ¥ minor s NOT APPLICABLE
( IA Preria sterna Natural pearl. Use the shape category and | Imegularities visible. | N/A when describing single pearls and
the circled modifier. For example: L . . .
Strombus gigas Natural Sirled oval, P MODERATELY SPOTTED certain intentionally mismatched items.
: Have noticeable surface
Tridacna gigas Natural characteristics.
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